THE WHITE SNAKE                       823

but he set off, determined to walk as far as his legs would carry
him, though he had no hope of ever finding it.

After journeying through three different kingdoms he reached a
wood one night, and lying down xinder a tree prepared to goto sleep
there. Suddenly he heard a sound in the boughs, and a golden
apple fell right into his hand. At the same moment three ravens
flow down to him, perched on his knee and said, ' "We are the three
young ravens whom you saved from starvation. When we grew

up and hoard you were searching for the golden apple, we flew far
away ovor the seas to the end of the world, where the tree of life
grows, and fetched the golden apple for you.'

Full of joy the young man started on his way back and brought
tho golden apple to the lovely Princess, whose objections were now
entirely Bikmeod. They divided the apple of life and ate it together,
and her heart grow full of love for him, so they lived together to a
great ago in undisturbed happiness,
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